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but words cannot express my feelings at such a com- 
plicated scene of misery and distress. As to my sub- 
sequent conduct at Bluefields, I apprehend no part of it 
requires to be elucidated, my Letters from thence being as 
full and as explicit as anything I could commit to paper. 
] have the honour to be, &c., &c.. &ea, . 
Stephen Kemble. 

To lis Excellency Gen. Dalling. : 


Endorsed. Journal of an Expedition up the River 
St. John’s in Spanish America. 


REPorRT ON THE Mosquito Country. 


The Mosquito Shore extends from the River St. 
John’s 10° 30 minutes North Latitude, and 81: 40 West 
Longitude, to Cape Honduras, or the Point of Castile, 
in 16degrees North Latitude and 85 West Longitude. 
The Mosquito Men, however, extend their pretensions 
to the Island and Harbour of Boca Toro, in — de- 
grees N. Lat. and — W. Long., in right of their hav- 
ing Conquered and destroyed the actual Indian pos- 
sessors ; from Cape Honduras or the point of Castile, 
the Western boundary, to Cape Cameron, the distance 
is 20 Leagues ; due East from thence to Cape Gracias 
a Dios, in 15 degrees N. Latitude, the Coast trenches 
About two points more or less to the Southward of 
East, distance 55 Leagues; from this to the River St. 
John’s the Coast runs almost due South, distance 
almost 90 Leagues. The Descendants of the Ancient 
Mosquito Indians of pure unmixed Blood possess the 
Coast and Country aback from the Bluefields to Sandy 
Bay ; from thence as far as Plantain River, Sandy Bay 
included, is possessed by a race of Sambos who de- 
rive their origin from a Cargo of Negroes Wrecked 
on this Coast about 100 Years ago, who were Incor- 
porated with the Indians on this part of the Coast. 

During the Season of fishing for Turtle the Mosquito 
Men, as they are generally called, dwell upon the Sea 
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Coast ; that is, from the beginning of May to the end 
of September, When they retire a considerable dis- 
tance up the river and Lagoons, thinking themselves 
safer there from Floods and Gales of Wind; there 
they continue until the return of the Turtle season, 
shifting their abode According as they are led by the 
game and fruits in season. In describing this Country 
to your Excellency I shall begin at the River St. 
Juan, and proceed along Cape Honduras, otherwise 
called the point of Castile. 

The River St. Juan, in 10 degrees 30 minutes N. 
Lat., on its falling into the North Sea, forms a Com- 
modious harbour, where Ships of the largest size may 
lie in the greatest safety; about 30 miles above its 
mouth stands the Castle of St. Juan; it is easy to get 
behind this Castle, as was done during the Spanish . 
War in 1761 by a party of a few White Men and Mos- 
quito Men, who fired their Muskets against the Castle 
and would have taken it, had they been possessed of a 
single piece of Cannon. 

From the Castle to Granado, situated on the further 
bank of the great Lake towards the South Sea, is navi- 
gated by flat-bottomed Schooners and Pettiagues in 
two days; a number of small Towns lie round the 
Lake ; from the Town of Granado to Massaia, a large 
Indian Town where the Governor of the Province fre- 
quently resides, is distant 3 Leagues; from this place 
to the City of Leon, the Capital of the Province and 
See of a Bishop, Loaded Mules travel in 3 days; from 
Leon to Rio Lecho, a middling town and Harbour in 
the South Sea, ts two days’ Journey further for loaded 
Mules. The country is open and dry, full of Towns 
and Villages, and abounding with Necessaries of every 
kind. The Militia consists of a body of ill disciplined 
horse and worse foot. About 10 Miles North of St. 
John’s River lies Indian River, running about 40 Miles 
into the Country; the banks of this River, from its 
source to its falling into the Sea, are remarkably fer- 
tile and adapted to the raising of every West India 
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production. 12 miles North of this lies Corn River, 
in the length of its course and fertility of its banks 
entirely similar to Indian River. 20 Miles North lies 
Pointa Gourda River; the Extraordinary fertility of 
the Country along the banks of this River justly en- 
titles it to a first rank amongst the rivers on this 
Coast. A Branch of this River, navigable for what 
we call Pitpans, some of which are 44 feet long and 4 
feet over and will carry 40 men, leads into the River 
of St. Juan. Above the Castle a party of the famous 
Buccaneers formerly resided on this River, one of 
whose grand Children was alive when I was there a 
few Years ago. It was also Inhabited by a tribe of the 
Best disposed Indians I ever saw, called Rama’s, who 
were well acquainted with the Great Lake, but were 
unfortunately dispersed a few Years Ago, through the 
oppression of some very bad Englishmen who had 
Settled amongst them. I very lately recovered one of 
them from Slavery, and intend sending him, with a few 
more I expect to obtain, to endeavour, if possible, to 
bring back their scattered brethren to their old habi- 
tations. 

The banks of this river abound in the highest degree 
with game, such as Waree or Mexican Hog, Picarree, 
Mountain Cow, Deer, Gibbonet, Indian Rabbit, and also 
Wild Fowl, such as Quams, Currasoes, ground Par- 
tridge; the Cocoa tree is a native of the Country and 
found everywhere, and is deemed equal to the best 
Caracas Cocoa. 14 Leagues North of this lies Blue- 
fields Lagoon and river, in 11°: 30 minutes N. Latitude. 
Vessels carry 14 feet water into this Lagoon, which 
forms a very fine Harbour; it is commanded by a 
bluff, which might be fortified at a very small Expense. 
West from the Bluff lies Bluefields River, navigable 
for Pitpans to the Spanish Savanahs, where an army 
might soon be landed by means of boats built in this 
Country. The Lagoon where Vessels lie is about 25 
Miles in circumference, plentifully supplied with Man- 
atee Fish and Oysters and other Shell Fish. 
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The Country surrounding this Lagoon is watered ~ 
with abundance of fine streams, many of which take 
their rise in the mountains aback, and enjoys plenty 
of game. One Mr. Henry Corrin, who lived here 
some Years Ago, carried on a beneficial trade with 
the Spaniards up the River in a_ flat-bottomed 
Schooner of about 30 tons burthen. About 30 Miles 
up this river live a tribe of Indians called Cookeras, 
reduced to about 50 persons, including Women and 
Children ; they are friendly, well disposed people, and 
Speak the English Language. 70 Miles above them 
live the Woolwas, a tribe belonging to a very numer- 
ous nation, where different tribes inhabit the heads of 
almost all the Rivers on this Coast, Viz., From Blue- 
fields to Wank’s, or Cape Gracias a Dios River. I am 
at present Endeavouring to bring back this Nation to 
their ancient friendship with us, which has often been 
interrupted from numbers of them having been Seized 
on at different times by the Mosquito Men, and sold 
to Vessels trading to Hispaniola, Jamaica, and North 
America, as well to the British Settlers on this 
Coast. One of their Chiefs, who had a Commission 
from me, has lately accepted a Spanish Commission ; 
he was urged to this defection from the British inter- 
est by the Exceeding III treatment he met with from 
the Mosquito Men, who Seized and sold several of his 
relations, amongst whom were two of his brothers. 
He has promised to give me a meeting, when I shall 
do my utmost to make up this breach. I have pro- 
cured one of his brothers, who is now with General 
Dalrymple onan Expedition to Leeward ; on his return 
I shall send him home with such others of his Country- 
men as I can procure. It would greatly facilitate my 
Endeavours in this way were it the good pleasure of 
Government to grant the sum of two thousand pounds 
toward purchasing such of them as are at present ina 
state of Slavery amongst the Mosquito Men and Brit- 
ish Settlers along the Coast, and restoring them to 
their friends and Country. They would serve as 
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excellent guides into the Spanish Provinces. Many 
of them live on the Mountains which divide the North 
from the South Sea, and daily pass into the Spanish 
Towns; but this I submit to your Excellency'’s supe- 
rior Judgment. I cannot help here lamenting to your 
Excellency how very inadequate the sum allowed by 
the Government for contingencies is to that service. 

Ten Leagues North of Bluefields lies Pearl Key 
Lagoon, about 10 Leagues long, with several consider- 
able Islands in it; the Southern entrance into this 
Lagoon carries 8 and 10 feet Water. I lately passed 
through it ina Schooner of about 30 tons, and went 
out at the Northern entrance with 9 feet Water; 
three rivers disembogue themselves into it, Namely, 
Corninwas, Vavasian, and Sumoe ; it abounds with Fish 
and Oysters, the best on the Coast ; the Western banks 
are from 5 feet to twenty high, very fertile, with plenty 
of game and wild fowl; Rice thrives here to admiration, 
bearing three Crops in the course of a Year. The 
Cocoa Tree grows everywhere inthe Woods ; inshort, 
whatever is planted here thrives to perfection. The re- 
mains of some tribes of Indians lead a miserable life up 
the Rivers leading into this Lagoon, holding no Corre- 
spondence with any person whatever, being in con- 
stant dread of the Mosquito Men. 

The Pearl Quays lie from 2 to 6 Miles off the La- 
goon; large Ships may find good anchorage amongst 
them ; they abound in Turtle and Shell Fish. The 
Indians, who formerly inhabited these Quays before 
they were cut off by the Mosquito Men, carried ona 
pearl fishery, but this fell with them, having never been 
attempted since. Three Leagues North of Pearl Quay 
Lagoon lies Great River, with a large and high Bar, 
only to be attempted in moderate weather ; the banks 
near its mouth are low and proper for Rice. The 
Country for some distance up is covered with Forests 
of white and yellow Pine of a large size, with plenty of 
pasture for any number of Cattle and Sheep; they are 
at present well stocked with Deer. In advancing up 
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the River the banks are high and enjoy a fertile soil 
fit for any plantation use. Pitpans can go up to 
the Spanish Savanahs. 13 Leagues North of this lies 
Walpa Sexa, one of the mouths of a River, which 
runs about 1oo Miles into the Country; the other 
mouth lies a little to the Northward, and is called 
Princapulca ; it joins Walpa Sexa about 15 Miles up. 
These branches, before as well as after their junction, 
enjoy a very fruitful soil, with great plenty of Mahog- 
any and other hard timber, as well as game and wild 
fowl, in common with the Rivers already mentioned. 
10 Leagues North of this lies the Wawa River; this 
is a fine large River running into the Country above 
100 Miles ; the Mahogany on the banks is the largest 
on the whole coast, and as the largeness of the timber 
always indicates the goodness of the land, consequently 
enjoys a very rich and fruitful soil, with advantages in 
common with the other Rivers in point of Game, &c. 

About 20 Miles North of this lies Huson River, of 
little note further than as it leads into the Lagoon and 
from thence into a kindof drowned meadow with a small 
gully running through it, navigable only for Pitpans 
(in the dry season), bat forms a considerable piece of 
Water in the wet season, navigable for Petiagres or 
Crafts for about 20 Miles along the Coast as far as 
Sandy Bay. This is the principal residence of the 
Mosquito King and his Chiefs ; the Town is pleasantly 
situated on the banks of a Lagoon which has a com- 
munication with the Sea by means of land cut by some 
of the former Kings at present about 150 feet in 
width; it abounds in fish; the banks are low and fit 
only for Rice and pasture. The Vicinity of this place 
to the Mosquito quays where Turtle can be easily 
procured, with its exemption from troublesome insects, 
seemed to have chiefly recommended it as the Capital 
of the Mosquito King. 

Seven Leagues North of Sandy Bay lies the Wana 
Sound ; this is a large and extensive Sound with from 
9 to 10 feet Water on its entrance ; the Circumjacent 
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Country is covered with large Forests of Pine yielding 
plenty of pasture from thisto Walton. The Country 
residence of the Mosquito King lies through a delight- 
ful Forest, interspersed with a variety of gentle risings 
and fine springs of Water, at about 20 Miles distance. 
15 Miles beyond this lies Sackelong on the banks of 
Wanks or Cape Gracias a Dios River, about 100 Miles 
from its mouth. At this place any quantity of lumber 
might be cut, and some Saw Mills are erecting with a 
view of procuring lumber for the Jamaica Market. 
Wanks or Cape Gracias a Dios River lies 5 Leagues, 
North of Wana Sound at its falling into the North Sea 
15 degrees North Latitude and 10 Longitude ; it forms 
at this place a tolerable good Harbour, where Vessels 
may ride in safety against all but a Southerly Wind in 
3% fathom Water; a few Leagues off the Harbour lie a 
great number of dangerous Reefs and Shoals on_ all 
quarters. This River is famous for the many expedi- 
tions of the Buccaneers, it leading by several branches 
into the heart of the Spanish Province; for about 60 
Miles up the banks of this River are low and apt to 
be overflowed, but where cultivated produce Rice in 
abundance. The Cocoa Tree also thrives here much, 
being found to delight in a low, rich soil; further up the 
banks of this River are covered with immense Forests 
of Pine, as well with plenty of Mahogany, Cedar, and 
other hard timber. Jamaica might be amply supplied 
with all kinds of Lumber from this River were a bounty 
granted:on it to induce Men of property to turn their 
thoughts that way, or could a Scheme of that kind 
be carried on by a company of Merchants ; crossing 
the River from the Harbour lies a Savanah abounding 
with Excellent pasture and capable of maintaining vast 
herds of Cattle. The Beef I have killed here would not 
disgrace Leaden Hall market. To the South of the 
Harbour lies Morgan Town Savanah, in all respects 
equal to the other as to the extent and goodness of its 
pasture ; this Savanah takes its name from a Mosquito 
Chief, who assumed his from the famous Buccaneer of 
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that name, a Custom still very common amongst these 
people. A profitable Oil fishery might also be carried 
on from Cape Gracias a Dios to the adjacent Keys, 
which, in the proper season of the year, are covered 
with Seals, and the Sea abounds with fish called Nourse, 
which produces much Oil. West from Wanks or Cape 
Gracias a Dios River, about 10 Leagues, lies Croutch 
River, of inconsiderable note. to Leagues further 
West lies Caratake Lagoon; this extension tract of 
Coast is one continued Savanah, abounding with the 
finest pasture, and if stocked with Black Cattle would 
amply supply Jamaica with Salt beef. I have heard it 
frequently observed that beef could not be properly 
cured in this warm Climate, but I can assure your Ex- 
cellency from my own Experience ; I have had it salted 
with the bone in and kept it in. perfect order for six 
months, and were the bone cut out it would keep as 
long as might be Necessary; any quantity of Mules 
might also be bred in these extensive pastures, as 
Horses may be bought here for 30 shillings per head. 
Carataska Lagoon extends about 13 Leagues West. 
The south side of this Lagoon, to the extent of near 40 
miles, is one vast Forest, abounding with yellow Pine, 
proper for scantling boards, &c., and from which Tar of 
an Excellent quality is made, also with white Pine, 
which make good Masts for Vessels. The Lagoon 
abounds in Manatee Fish and Oysters, and towards the 
mouth, which is about half a mile broad, any quantity 
of fish may be caught in Seines, salted, and barrelled 
up for market ; the ridge which divides this Lagoon 
from the Sea is from half a mile to a mile in breadth, 
proper for pasturage ; here the Mosquito Men plant 
Corn, Yams, and Cassada. From Carataska to Potook 
River is 16 Leagues, navigable for small Craft, through 
sundry Creeks and Lagoons, within 3 Miles of the 
Latter. Between these places the small River of Tab- 
uncana falls into the Sea. Potook River has its source 
in the Spanish Country, and is a large, fine River, with 
a very considerable length of course ; towards the head 
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are situated several considerable Spanish Towns; the 
banks of this River towards its mouth are low and pro- 
per for Rice; further up the land rises and abounds 
with large Mahogany and Cedar; at the Mouth of the 
River lies Potook Savanah, of considerable extent and 
affording very good pasture for Black Cattle; it has of 
late begun to be stocked with Cattle for the Black River 
Market, and what Cattle have been put on it have 
throve Exceedingly. From Potook to Brewer's Lagoon 
is 10 Leagues; the entrance into this Lagoon is about 
half a mile broad, but Shoal, and only fit for Petiagus or 
Crafts to enter. It is in circumference about 4c miles, 
and abounds with the greatest plenty of Fish and Oys- 
ters ; the banks Westward are low ; to the Eastward by 
Forests of Pine intermixed with pastures of vast extent. 
In this Lagoon lie two Islands, one pretty large and 
high, about half'a mile over, with fresh water on it and 
a pretty good soil; the other small and close by it; two 
rivers fall into it, namely, Thomas's, &c.; the banks of 
these Rivers enjoy a good soil, and are covered with 
Mahogany and other timber. 

Five miles West of this lies Plantain River, a small 
River with very fertile banks. I have known Plantain 
suckers to flourish here for near thirty years on the 
same stock with little or no care. The Jands near the 
mouth of this River and for a few miles up would answer 
extremely well for Rice. It takes its source from lofty 
mountains at some distance aback, where live a tribe of 
Poyer Indians, consisting of between 40 and 5o persons, 
tributary to the Mosquito General Tempest. From this 
to Black River the distance is about 14 miles along the 
side of a pretty large Lagoon, well stocked with Mana- 
tee, and divided from the Sea partly by a Savanah and 
a narrow ridge of poor land; there are several small 
Islands in this Lagoon, and three small Rivers empty 
themselves into it, namely, Powna, Yara, and Bormak ; 
the land rises gradually aback to lofty mountains over- 
topped by others still higher, and these by others till 
the view is lost in the Clouds. 
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Black River, the principal British Settlement on this 
Coast, is situated on the banks of this River, about a 
mile to the Westward of its mouth ; for some miles up 
the banks of the River are low and proper for pasture 
or Rice. Beyond this the Country becomes mountain- 
ous and hilly ; at some Miles distance aback from the 
banks of the River, which are in general pretty high and 
only apt to be overflowed in high floods, the Country 
rises gradually from the River into gentle risings, and 
little hills Overtopped by large hills, and there again 
by a variety of mountains overtopping one another till 
the view is lost, from whence issue numberless small 
streams, which after a small course fall into the River. 
There are at present three Sugar Estates settled on the 
banks of this River. The Sugars made on them are of 
the best quality, in short, they want nothing but a suffi- 
cient number of hands to raise them to whatever pitch 
might be desired; also several Penns of Black Cattle 
and provision grounds, About 30 miles above its 
mouth the River divides into two branches ; one branch 
runs to the Southward and takes the name of Poloyah, 
the other runs Westward and is called Seco River. 
Poloyah River about 40 Miles above the branch becomes 
very shoal and rapid, and is no longer navigable for 
Pitpans. A few Miles from this Capt. Philip, com- 
mander of a small tribe of Poyer Indians, resides, and 
at this place those who trade up the River in Cattle and 
Mules load their Mules with Merchandise, and, after a 
troublesome Journey of about 4 days through narrow 
defiles between the Mountains, come into a large Sava- 
nah, where Capt. Hosea, commander of a Numerous 
tribe of Poyers called upper Poyers, resides. This 
Indian has had sufficient address to keep on good 
terms both with Spaniards and Mosquito Men; he is 
very serviceable to our traders, concealing them from 
the Spanish Officers and often trading with them him- 
self for great numbers of Cattle and Mules, being him- 
self possessed of near a thousand head of Black Cattle. 
The other branch, called Seco River, runs quite to the 
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Spanish Savanahs, but had several troublesome falls in 
its course, over which Pitpans are dragged in the dry 
seasons, but in the wet seasons they cannot be at- 
tempted. Above the falls of this River, I am credibly 
informed, Grapes are found in plenty and perfection. 
The lands along the banks of both these Rivers or 
branches are very fertile, but rather mountainous, with 
number of Creeks and Rivulets, on which Saw Mills 
might be erected, the country abounding in timber. 

On the bank of Poloyah River, about 3 miles 
aback, is one of the finest and hottest baths in the 
World; the water of it is the lightest on the Coast. | 
have boiled a piece of beef in it in an hour by my 
Watch. About 5 miles to the Westward of Black 
River lies Mustee Creek, a small Village situated ona 
fine broad Lagoon, navigable for large Petiaugers or 
Crafts. For about 4 Miles into the Country above 
the Village, on the banks of this Lagoon, are several 
small Plantations and provision grounds, the lands 
being good. This Lagoon empties itself about a mile 
to the Westward of the Village, by the mouth of Cape 
Cameron River, which disimbogues itself into the Sea. 
This River, on its falling into the Sea by Cape Cam-. 
eron, is a broad, deep River, but has a very shoal and 
bad bar, only practicable for Petiaugers or Crafts in 
dry season; the River bars up and Crafts are hove 
over into the River or out into the Sea. It has no 
great length, of course, but is navigable for large 
Petiaugers or Crafts for 7 or 8 miles up. The 
lands on the banks of this River are reckoned ex- 
tremely fertile. Two Sugar Estates are already settled 
on them; both of which have turned out much beyond 
Expectation, and make goods of the very best quality. 

Near the River’s mouth ts a small Village, consisting 
of a few straggling houses along the Western bank 
inhabited by a few Musties and Whites. About 3 
Miles to the Westward of Cape River mouth lies Pre- 
nau, an Excellent Road for Vessels, with very smooth 
water during the season for Sea breezes. In very wet 
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seasons Prenau River falls here into che Sea, but Ex- 
cepting at such times is always barred up, with a broad, 
Sandy Bay between it and the Sea. This River has a 
very short Course, rather resembling a Lagoon, having 
no apparent source, and Communicating with Cape 
River by a pretty deep, Narrow Creek (navigable for 
Petiaugers), called Prenau Creek. 

The lands along the banks of this River are in gen- 
eral tolerable good, and rise into pretty high ridges at 
a little distance aback. About three miles to the West- 
ward of Prenau River’s mouth, Zacharalayah River falls 
into the Sea. This, like Cape Cameron River, for 
about four Miles above its mouth ts a large, broad, 
deep River, generally barred up in dry seasons. Fur- 
ther up the River is narrow, and inclines tn its course 
towards the head of Cape River. It has also during the 
wet seasons a communication with Prenau River. The 
lands up this River are equal to any in this Country. 
The River abounds with Fish, and the Country aback of 
its banks excellently stocked with Game; and during 
the Turtling season great quantities of Turtie are caught 
off its mouth. 

There was once a Settlement a little way up this 
River, but was deserted through the danger the 
Settlers were in from a great number of runaway 
Slaves who then infested this part of the Country. 
No person has ever attempted a Settlement since. 

From this to the Little Rocks is distant 4 Leagues 
West, with a very fine Country agreeably interspersed 
with hills and dales, well watered with abundance of 
fine, clear Streams and small Rivulets. There is but 
one Settlement in this tract,—a small Sugar Estate, 
settled some Years ago, about half way between 
Zacharalayah mouth and the Little Rocks. 12 leagues 
West of this lies the Great Rocks, an assemblage o 
large Rocks, extending a considerable way into the 
Sea. This tract of Coast is agreeably diversified with 
hills ; many small Rivers and a great many streams 
of very clear fine water fall everywhere into the Sea. 
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Part of this tract enjoys a very fruitful soil, from 
which great quantities of Mahogany has been cut, and 
much remains yet to cut. The remainder towards 
the Great Rocks is covered with Extensive Forests of 
Pine. Between this and Cape Honduras, or the point 
of Castile, the River Roman falls into the Sea by sev- : 
eral mouths. This is a large, rapid River, with a long 
course into the Spanish Country ; several small Span- 
ish towns are situated on its banks, with vast Savanahs 
abounding in Cattle and Mules. Up this River great 
quantities of Sarsaparilla has been dug by our Negroes, 
as well as bought from the Spaniards. 

Truxillo Bay, partly formed by Cape Honduras, or 
the point of Castile ; this is a large, deep bay. Vessels 
may lie in safety off the Ruins of the old Town with any 
Winds but a West or North West, which throws ina 
great Sea. 3 Leagues North of the old town in 
the same bay lies Porto Nuevo, a spacious harbour, 
with very deep water, close to the sandy beach, where 
Vessels of the greatest burthen and size may lie 
secure against all Winds whatever, and Close by Porto 
Nuevo harbour lies a very Extensive Lagoon abound- 
ing in the highest degree with Manatee and Fish. 


